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Former Flamin’ Groovies singer Chris Wilson has a new album out, Love Over Money. And this time it’s something really special… former Groovies band mates George Alexander, James Ferrell and Mike Wilhelm have all contributed, as has original Groovies singer Roy Loney – the first time the two front men have appeared together on a studio track.

Also along for the ride are Robin Wills from The Barracudas and Procol Harum’s keyboard legend Matthew Fisher, the man who put the magic into Whiter Shade of Pale, one of the best selling singles of all times. And to top it all off, some of the material was mastered at Abbey Road studios.
The core of the band that appeared on Chris’ first album for the Rock Paradise label, Second Life, all returned: Anthony Clark on guitar and bass, Andy Thomas-Emans on keyboards, and Greg Paulett and Andy Woodard on drums. Production was once again in the hands of Dick Coppen, Tenpole Tudor’s bass player.
“We made a decision, right at the start, that we’d expand the musical vision for this album,” said Chris, “but it was only after we’d begun the sessions that we thought about getting in some guests. And because of the flexibility of digital recording we were able to take in contributions from my old band mates without any problems, despite them being in the US. The Internet has really changed the recording process.”
Love Over Money covers all of Chris’ musical touchstones – blues, folk and classic rock and roll. But this time he’s added a brass section, Indian instrumentation, smoky bar room jazz and some country rock, too. 
“The material developed during the recording process,” added Anthony. “Let’s face it, when you have a keyboard part from Matthew Fisher you’d be a fool not to make a feature of it in the mix. And the same goes for Mike Wilhelm’s slide playing on the track Bad Dreams – it immediately added the other-worldly element needed.”

However, the moment that Flamin Groovies fans will savour the most is when Roy Loney’s vocal kicks in on the track Gamblin’ Man. The song, which also features the guitar playing of James Ferrell, ends up with the two Groovies singers battling it out – lungs stretched to capacity…
